HOWTO: View archived NEXRAD data
from the NCDC



Part 1 - HOWTO view data that is weeks, months or even
years old.

1. Visit the NCDC NEXRAD Data Inventory Search web page at
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/nexradinv/
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NCDC NEXRAD Data Inventory Search

KTLX - OKLAHOMA CITY, OK

Period of Record:

Level-11: 06,05/ 1691 to 06/ 23/ 2009
Level-111: 12/15/1993 to 06/21/ 2004

Examine Inventory:
Choase Date: 11 = [13 %|[2008 ¥ calepdar (GMT)

LEVELM (Products) (ALL) i

L3 [NOR] - SHORT FANGE BASE REFLECTIVITY (230 KM) (ELEV. 1)

L3 [N1R] - SHORT RANGE BASE REFLECTIVITY (230 KM) (ELEV. 2)

L3 [H2R] - SHORT RANGE BASE REFLECTIVITY (230 KM) [ELEV. 3)
230 KM (ELEV. 4)

B0 KM

Hold "Shift’ or ‘Control to select multiple Level-TIT Products
(Note: JavaSeript must be enabled)
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3. Enter a date, select the type of data you want to view, and press the [CREATE
GRAPH] button.
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LVL3 - SHORT RANGE COMPOSITE REFLECTIVITY (230 KM)
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4. A graph will be displayed showing what data is available. Enter your email address, a

start time, and an end time for the data you wish to view. Press the [ORDER DATA]
button.

The system will process your request, place the data on an FTP server, and send you an
email when it is complete. This could take up to 30 minutes or more.

Go-
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NCDC NEXRAD Data Inventory

Order Complete [ #001750480 )

You will receive an email within 5 - 30lmm|lswbe 11 YOUr o nsmmd.s

The data will be available on an NCDC FTP site and HTTP w

binary data and anather £ progTam i need

r.mhcammp m\ Radu:lamsa!mw amd export the data to ol lhe formats. For more
software, please refer to the Java NEXRAD Viewer web

page at http:/ mrh.md.cmmm [ radar)jn .

= Order another day of the same product?

Order a different product from ETLY
u Select a differect site? (From Mag) - (Erom List)
= Track the status of this order,

Questions? Please refer to the NEXRAD Inventory FAQ, or Contact NCDC
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5. Visit the NDCD web page for NOAA’s Weather and Climate Toolkit at
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/wect/install.php. Click the [Launch] button.

{2 HOAK's Weather and Clmate Toolkit (Viewer and Data Doporter) - Windows Intermet Dxplorer
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7. When you receive the email from the NCDC, copy the request number from the
message and paste into the NCDC tab of the Data Selector window of the NOAA
Weather and Climate Toolkit.



& HAS Data Request: HAS001750480 Completed - Thunderl

File Edit View Go

ssage Tooks Help

follows:
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GetMail  Write Address Book | Reply Reply Al Forward | Tag Delete  Junk - Print - | Back  Forward
- . - - -
) Subject: HAS Data Request: HAS001750480 Co From: Orders HAS = 12:53PM
Your requeat (GENLipRLDERLN) has completed. The procedure to ftp the data is as
open ftp3.necdc.noaa.gov - Logon to NCDC aystem
ous log
You can also go to the following URL to retrieve your data files:
htcp://ftp3.nedc.noaa.gov/pub/has/HEAS001750480/
Thank you,
matic Data Center & Data Selector
DC.Orders@noaa.gov il
W . nede . noas. gov MNCDC \ CLASS | Local *| Custom ' THREDDS |,
Access to NCDC HAS Order Results on NCDC FTP Site
Enter HAS Job Number | TEREREER [=]
List Files SortBy: | Filename -
<

8. Press the [List Files] button and the Data Selector window will expand to show a list

of available files for your request.
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Part 2 - HOWTO view data that is only a few days old.

1. Visit the NDCD web page for NOAA’s Weather and Climate Toolkit at
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/wct/install.php and click the [Launch] button.
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2. When the File Download window pops up, click [Open] button.
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After a few seconds, the NOAA Weather and Climate Toolkit screen will open.
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3. Visit the NWS Telecommunications Gateway via anonymous FTP at
ftp://tgftp.nws.noaa.gov/SL.us008001/DF.of/DC.radar/.

= FTP. directory /SL.us008001/DF.of/DC.radar/ at tgftp.nws.noaa.gov - Windows Internet Explorer

:J/taftp.nws.noaa.gov/SL.us00800 1/DF.of/DC.radar | | [ [ X P
Fle Edit View Favorites Took Help
Links [ ROC [3) Weather
UP 4 | @ FTP directory /SL.us008001/DF.ofDC.radar/ at tofip. . 3 - s G Tooks -
~
FTP directory /SL.us008001/DF.of/DC.radar/ at tgftp.nws_noaa.gov
To view this FTP site in Windows Explorer, click Page. and then click Open FTP Site in Windows Explorer.
Up to higher level directory
01/06/2009 04:08RM Directory DS.00rsl
05/13/2009 02:44PM Directory DS.138dp
05/13/2009 02:40BM Directory DS.141md
05/13/2009 04:14BM Directory DS.152rs
05/13/2009 02:39BM Directory DS.181r0
05/13/2009 02:39BM Directory DS.181rl
05/13/2009 02:39BM Directory DS.181r2
05/13/2009 02:39BM Directory DS.182v0
05/13/2009 02:39BM Directory DS.182vl
05/13/2009 02:39BM Directory DS.182v2
05/13/2009 02:38RM Directory DS.186zl
06/07/2001 12:00AM Directory DS.3lusp
05/13/2009 02:38RM Directory DS.32dhr
05/27/2004 12:00AM Directory DS.34ecfe
12/13/2006 12:00RM Directory DS.47swp
05/13/2009 02:43PM Directory DS.48vwp
02/12/2003 12:00RM Directory DS.56rm0
02/12/2003 12:00RM Directory DS.56rml
02/19/2003 12:00RM Directory DS.56rm2
02/19/2003 12:00RM Directory DS.56rm3
05/13/2009 02:43PM Directory DS.57vil
05/13/2009 02:40BM Directory DS.58sti
05/13/2009 02:40BM Directory DS.6ltvs
07/13/2004 12:00RM Directory DS.651rm
09/15/2004 12:00RM Directory DS.661lrm
09/15/2004 12:00RM Directory DS.6&7apr
02/11/2003 12:00RM Directory DS.74rcm v
@ mnternet # 100% -

4. Open the subdirectory containing the data you wish to view. Refer to the TOC’s
Radar Product Files web page at http://www.weather.gov/tg/radfiles.html to cross
reference the directory names to the type of data contained therein.




{= Central Weather Surveillance Radar Server - WSR-88D Product Files - Windows Internet Explo

][+ (x| [wsr-s3d |2 -

& @ [ httpsfimn.weather.gov/tgradiles.hti

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help
Links [ROC () Weather

& & el

usr-53d-Google Search | ) Central Weather Surveila... x] I fr - & v ook -
www weather gov -

National Weather Service e,

I-HUHH
(\-’ Telecommunication Operationsi

Site Map Hews Organization RELN) Erter Search Here

Home Page > NWS Org > OCIO> TOC > Communications > RPCCDS > Radar Product Files

Radar Product Files

The U S National Weather Service provides anonymous FTP access to files containing collectives of code generated and

binary radar imagery products from NWS, FAA, and DOD radar sites located in the United States and Puerio Rico. The

collectives are in the same format as received from the WSR-880 Radar Product Generator (RPG) and the TDWR

Supplemental Product Generator (SPG). The server internal structure for sub-directory names and file names can be found -
with descriptions in the document TOC File Name Standards. The naming conventions for the sub-directories and files are

described in the document titied: File and Directory Wame Standards. The data is available atthe NWS Telecommunication

Gateway on the server ftp /taftp nws noaa gow/ via anonymous FTP

Availability

The data can be obtained either through a direct LDM data feed from the NWS or by standard fip. Either process follows the
directory path established below.

The Impiementation Guide for a LDM connection is available.

Directory and File Descriptions
See "Directory and File Naming Standards” for information about directory and file name formats and structure.

TO BE USED FOR FTP ACCESS
DIRECTORY NAME CONTENTS
SL.us0080011 Data root - for NWS Telecommunication Gateway Server (top directory)
| DRl DalainNWS coded form elher ASCH o Bnary depenang onproduct
DC.radar/ Data category: Above Surface - land (see radar site 1D list below)
DS.p2gsm/ | Data Subcategory: general status of the the radar message
DS.p19r0/ Data Subcategory: Base reflectivity - 124 nmi Range (angle = 0.5%)
DS.p19r1/ Data Subcategory: Base reflectivity - 124 nmi Range (angle = 1.3%/1.5%)
DS.p19r2/ Data Subcategory: Base reflectivity - 124 nmi Range (angle = 2.4%/2.5%)
DS.p19r3/ Data Subcategory: Base reflectivity - 124 nmi Range (angle = 3.1%/3 4%/3.5%)

DS.p20-r Data Subcategory: Base reflectivity - 248 nmi Range (angle = 0.5%)

DS.p25-v/ Data ry: Base Radial Velocity - 32 nmi Range (anale = 0.5%) b
@ Internet # 100% -

For example, to view Archive 1l Status Products, open subdirectory DS.152rs.



adar/DS.152rs/ at tgftp.nws.noaa.gov - Windows Internet Explorer

& v & ot nozs. govssL us00s00 0P oD rader 05 152/ MIEEI

ha

Fle Edit View Favorites Tools Help
Links [Z)ROC £ Weather

W e [@FI‘F directory /SL.us008001/DF .of [OC.radar /DS, 152r.... [71 5 - - & ook -

FTP directory /SL.us008001/DF.of/DC.radar/DS.152rs/ at 1
tgftp.nws.noaa.gov

To view this FTP site in Windows Explorer, click Page. and then click Open FTP Site in Windows Explorer.

Up to higher level directory

0&/25/2009 Directory SI.kabr
0&/25/2009 Directory SI.kabx
0&/25/2009 Directory SI.kakg
0&/25/2009 Directory SI.kama
0&/25/2009 Directory SI.kamx
0&/25/2009 Directory SI.kapx
06/25/2009 Directeory SI.karx
0&/25/2009 Directory SI.katx
0&/25/2009 Directory SI.kbbx
0&/25/2009 Directory SI.kbgm
06/04/2009 Directory SI.kbhx
0&/25/2009 Directory SI.kbis
0&/25/2009 Directory SI.kblx
0&/25/2009 Directory SI.kbmx
0&/25/2009 Directory SI.kbox
0&/25/2009 Directory SI.kbro
0&/25/2009 Directory SI.kbuf
0&/25/2009 Directory SI.kbyx
06/25/2009 Directory SI.kcae
0&/25/2009 Directory SI.kchbw
0&/25/2009 Directory SI.kchbx
0&/25/2009 Directory SI.keex
06/25/2009 Directeory SI.kcle
06/25/2009 Directeory SI.kelx

0&/25/2009

Directory SI.kcrp

-

& Internet # 100% -

5. Right click on the ICAO of the radar for which you wish to view data and click Copy
Shortcut.

ar/DS.152rs/ at tgftp.nws.noaa.gov - Windows Internet Explos

@.\g g~ [ i8] #ip:/jtaftp.ws.noza.govSL.usDD500 1/DF .o F/DC. radar DS. 152rs “ || X

Fle Edit View Favorites Todls Help

Links [EROC [ Weather

v [@H‘Pdiyacmry J5L.us008001/DF .of/DC. radar /DS. 152... ] l & - = v G Took -
~

FTP directory /SL.us008001/DF.of/DC.radar/DS.152rs/ at

tgftp.nws.noaa.gov

To view this FTP site in Windows Explorer, click Page. and then click Open FTP Site in Windows Explorer. L4

Up to higher level directory

06/25/2008 04:1SEM Directory SI.kabr

06/25/2008 04:12BM Directory SI.kabx

06/25/2008 04:08EM Directory 5I| Open

06/25/2008 04:12PM Directory SI| OpeninNewTab

06/25/2008 04:11FM Directory SI| OpeninNew Window

06/25/2008 04:08EM Directory SI| SaveTargetés...

06/25/2008 04:08EM Directory 5I| printTarget

06/25/2008 04:14FM Directory SI

06/25/2008 04:07BM Directory SI

06/25/2008 04:13FM Directory SI

06/04/2008 12:07AM Direcvory SI|IER

06/25/2008 04:1SEM Directory SI

06/25/2008 04:13BM Directory SIf .

06/25/2008 04:09BM Directory SI avortes...

06/25/2008 04:10BM Directory SI| propertes

06/25/2008 04:12EM Directory 5I Rmro———

06/25/2008 04:06BM Directory SI.kbuf

06/25/2008 04:11FM Directory SI.kbyx

06/25/2008 04:13BM Directory SI.kcae

06/25/2008 04:06BM Directory SI.kchbw

06/25/2008 04:10BM Directory SI.kebx

06/25/2008 04:34BM Directory SI.keex

06/25/2008 04:14BM Directory SI.kele

06/25/2008 04:09EM Directory SI.kelx

06/25/2008 04:09EM Directory SI.kerp 2

& Internet H100% <

6. Go to the Custom Tab of the Data Selector window of the NOAA Weather and
Climate Toolkit. Paste the shortcut into the Enter Custom URL field



& Data Selector

NCDC ', CLASS ', Local * Custom ', THREDDS ',

Access to Data Stored in a Remote HTTP or FTP Location

Enter Custom URL ‘ﬂ:p:ﬁbgf’h).n'n's‘noaa.guvaL.usUUBUUlfDF.DHDC.radarfDS.152rsf51‘kamaf [']

7. Press the [List Files] button and the Data Selector window will expand to show a list

of available files for your request.

) Data Selector

NWS Gateway:
WS Gateway:
NWS Gateway:
NWS Gateway:
NWS Gateway:

NCDC | CLASS ', Local * Custom | THREDDS |

Access to Data Stored in a Remote HTTP or FTP Location

Enter Custom URL | ftpstgftp.nws.noss.gov/SL.us008001/DF of{DC. radar/DS. 152rs/SLkema/ | =]

File

File
sn.0003 File
sn.0004 File
3n.0005 File
5n.0006 File
5n.0007 File

Timestamp:
Timestamp:
Timestamp:
Timestamp:

Timestamp:
Timestamp:
Timestamp:

: Jun

Jun
Jun
Jun
Jun
Jun
Jun
Jun

Reset Zoom

Hold the 'Shift’ or ‘Control' keys to make multiple selections

Load

I {

Animate

] [ Export Data

8. Double click a file name to open in the viewer.

&) ARCHIVE STATUS PRODUCT / RADAR STATUS MESSAGE

Status [w] Error [v] Warning [v] Alarm [w] Comms

Message

Number Message Type

TJun 18,09 [08:01:15] > MSF STATUS: 56km*"2 > 30.0dBZ, in VCP 212, recommend CLEAR AIR mode for 0 3hrs

Jun 18,09 [08:01
Jun 18,09 [08:01
Jun 18,09 [08:01
Jun 18,09 [08:01
Jun 18,0¢

Jun 18,0¢

KAMA RSL(152) 20090618 15:54:17

17

Message Text

J: 19936176
=1.0010




