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HOWTO
GET NEXRAD DATA FROM THE NCDC

PREREQUSITES ... ... 1
REQUEST DATA FROM THE NCDC FOR A SINGLE DAY ......ccocoiiiiiiiiiii, 1
REQUEST DATA FROM THE NCDC FOR MULTIPLE DAYS.......cccooiiiiiiiecicsee, 3
DOWNLOADING DATAFROM THE NCDC........cccociiiiiiini s 5

PREREQUSITES

None.

REQUEST DATA FROM THE NCDC FOR A SINGLE DAY

Visit the NCDC’s NEXRAD Data Inventory web page
(http://www.NCDC.noaa.gov/nexradinv/). This page allows users to download up to 24
hours of data from a single day for a single site. Select a NEXRAD site by clicking on the
blue button representing that site.
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Choose a Date and LEVEL Il (Base Data) (or other data type you want) and press the

“Create Graph” button.

Hle Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Help

NCDC NEXRAD Data Inventory Search (Order Historical NEXRAD Weather Radar Data; ozilla Firefox
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Radar Resources / Radar Data / Mass Storage (HAS) / FAQ/ Choose Radar Map

NCDC NEXRAD Data Inventory Search

KICT - WICHITA, KS
Metadata / Coverage Map
Period of Record:
Level-II: 11/10/1992 to 10/05/2009
Level-I1I: 09/17/1993 to 10/04/2009

Examine Inventory:

Choose Date: calendar (GMT)

LEVEL.Il (Base Data)
LEVEL-Il (Products) (ALL)

L3 [NIR] - SHORT RANGE BASE REFLECTVITY (230 KM) (ELEV. 2)
L3 [N2R] - SHORT RANGE BASE REFLECTIVITY (230 KM) (ELEV. 3)
L3 [N3R] - SHORT RANGE BASE REFLECTIVITY (230 KM) (ELEV. 4)
L3 [NOZ] - LONG RANGE BASE REFLECTIVITY (460 KM)

L3 [NCR] - SHORT RANGE COMPOSITE REFLECTIVITY (230 KM)

B
L3 [NOR] - SHORT RANGE BASE REFLECTIVITY (230 KM) (ELEV. 1) i

Create Graph

Hold 'Shift' or 'Control' to select multiple Level-IIT Products
(Note: JavaScript must be enabled)

Privacy Policy /USA.gOV Disclaimer

Please see the NCDC Contact Page if you have questions or comments

Done

GO

Enter your Email Address and select Start Time and End Time for the range of data you

wish to view.

Fle Edt View History Bookmarks Tools Help

NCDC NEXRAD Data Inventory Search (Order Historical NEXRAD Weather Radar Data) - Mozilla Firefox
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NCDC NEXRAD Data Inventory

KICT - WICHITA, KS
Metadata / Coverage Map

Period of Record:
Level-II: 11/10/1992 to 10/05/2009

06 /06 /2003 06 / 07 / 2003 06 /08 /2003

Level-Il Base Data

0000 0200 0400 0600 0800 1000 1200 1400 1600 15:00 2000 2200 00:00
KICT ~ 06/07/2003-06/08/2002  Timezone: GMT

[=Clear Airtode —FPrecip Mode — Maintenance Mode — Unknown Mode|

Enter Email Address: [michacl.a weeks@noaa gov ] Why 2
Start Time: [12:00 GMT 3| End Time: [17:00 GMT ]
View Actual Ti /Op. Mode /| VCP

Done

I

The NCDC server will collect the data you requested and send you an email when it is

ready to be downloaded.
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NCDC NEXRAD Data Inventory

Order Complote ( #001868016)

Vou will receive an email within 5 - 30 minutes when your order is ready.

‘The data will be avatlable on an NCDC FTP site and HTTP web server. Radar
data is raw binary data and another program is needed to visualize the data.
NCDC provides a free application to view Radar data, save images and export
the data to other formats. For more information on this visualization software,
please refer to the Weather and Climate Toolkit. weh page at
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Questions? Please refer to the NEXRAD Inventory FAQ, or Contact NCDC

You can also go to the fo
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wing URL to retrieve your

hrep://fup3.ncdc. noaa.gov/pub/has/HASO01868016/

Disclaimer
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Thank you,
National Climatic Data Center
: NCDC.Orders@noaa.gov
ternet: www.ncde.noaa.gov
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data files:

2.0 REQUEST DATA FROM THE NCDC FOR MULTIPLE DAYS

2.1

Visit the NCDC’s Hierarchical Data Storage System (HDSS) Access System (HAS) Dataset
Selection web page (http://has.ncdc.noaa.gov/). This page allows users to download data

from multiple sites for multiple days. Select NEXRAD Level Il or NEXRAD Level Il data
by clicking on the appropriate links.

File Edit Vew

Favorites

Toos Help

Links [[ROC ) Weather & NCDC

w R [@ HDS5 Access System Dataset Selection

[

- ) Todls ~

Y

DOC > NOAA > NESDIS > NCDC

National Climatic
Data Center
U.5. Department of Commerce

/[ SearchNCDC

NOAA Satellite and Information Service VVV
National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service (NESDIS)

Search Ficld:|

HDSS Access System

FECED NEXRAD Level Il access | infe| inv | docs 06/05/1991 - 120812009
H NEXRAD Level 1l access | info | inv | docs 05i07/1992 - 12/07/2009
ICOADS access | info | inv | docs 1011662 - 1112009
(ngg‘[’)';al Diolall ciceasiia sl access | info| inv | docs 0610672004 - 10/05/2008
Surface & Marine |  National Digital Guidance Database aecass | info inv| docs T —
(NDGD)
SRRS Graphics access | infe| inv | docs 042672001 - 12/107/2009
SRRS Text Products access | info | inv | docs 04/26/2001 - 12/07/2009
. . % s
Privacy Policy USA.gov Disclaimer
S HAS Production Version 8.0 &
This page was dynamically generated on 09 Dec 2009 @ 11:19:38 Eastern Time by
http://has.nede.noaa. gov/plhasprod/plsqVHAS DsSelect
& Internet ® 100% -



http://has.ncdc.noaa.gov/
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On the Station Selection page, enter your Email Address and select a Station, a Start Date
and an End Date for the range of data you wish to view. Multiple stations may be selected
by holding down the [Ctrl] key while clicking on the station names. Press the Continue
With Selection button to verify your request.

{2 HDSS Access System, Station Selection - Windows Internet Explorer

@@v & http:/jhas.ncdc.noaa. gov/pls/plhas/HAS, FileAppSelect?datase tmame =6500 v || *2||x £~

Ele Edit View Favorites Tools Help
Links [3ROC [C3)Weather & NCDC

w R ‘@HDSS Access System,Station Selection | ‘ i - & - G Tods -
NOAA Satellite and Information Service \,VV Naticgal (gmatic AA
National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service (NESDIS) g ,,m‘,,,‘,‘.?,tﬂ P N 24
DOC > NOAA > NESDIS > NCDC Search Field: Search NCDC
HDSS Access System
NEXRAD Level Il

Station(s) :

KHGX (08/25/1992 - 12/08/2009) 4 Start Date: (YYYY/MM/DD)
KHNX (03/28/1996 - 12/08/2009) 2003 v [f| 06 » [f|06
KHPX (09/05/1995 - 01/27/2000)

-To-
End Date: (YYYYADM/DD)
2003 7| 06 v |08

KX (09/08/1995 - 12/08/2009)
KIND (04/24/1995 - 12/08/2009) ~ ‘Output: FTP

Email Address: Michael.AWeeks@noaa.gov

[ Continue With Selections | [ Reset Form

e
Privacy Policy USA.gov Disclaimer

& HAS Production Version 8.0'S
This page was dvnamically generated on 09 Dec 2009 @ 11:27:41 Eastern Time by
htip://has. nede.noaa. goviplhasprod/plsql/HAS. StationYearSelect

@ mternet # 100% ~

The Request Verification page will display a list of all data available based on your
selections on the Station Selection page. To retrieve all files listed, select the button next to
Retrieve ALL File From Pop-List Below. To retrieve a subset of the files listed, select the
button next to Retrieve SELECTED Files From Pop-List Below. Then click on the files
listed you wish to retrieve while holding down the [Ctrl] key. Press the Retrieve Selected
Files button to request the files.
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{2 HDSS Access System,Request Yerification - Windows Internet Explo

@@ + | 2] ntmsjjhes.nece nose. govjpis/pihasHAS Fileselect DIESIEIN

Ele Edit Vew Favorites Tools Help
Links (3ROC () Weather & NCDC

W 4 [EHDSS Access System Request Verification ] ‘ [ IR = I Y
NOAA Satellite and Information Service 7> Nane;aicl&ma‘tl:
National Environmental Satelite, Data, and Information Service (NESDIS) 5. pepartmact of Commecs

DOC > NOAA > NESDIS > NCDC Search Field: |[__searchNcDC

HDSS Access System

NEXRAD Level Il
Retrieve ALL Files From Pop-List Below O

-OR-

Retrieve SELECTED Files From Pop-List Below ©

Files available: 18 Media Selected:
/aab/6500/6500_02/KICT /200306/KICT20030606_00-07 tar - 169944576 ~ FIP
faab/6500/6500_02/KIC T/200306/KIC T20030606_08-15.tar - 46817792 ) .
/aab/6500/6500_02/KICT,/200306/KIC T20030606_16-23 tar - 30853120 Click the button below to retrieve the
/2ab/6500/6500_02/KICT/200306/KIC T20030607_00-07 tar - 27126272 selected files from the HDSS.

r- 78394880

AT i Relrieve Selected Fi
/2ab/6500/6500_02/KIC T/200306/KIC T2 3152 STeveoemoer

Jaab/6500/6500_02/KICT/200306/KIC T20030608_08-15 tar - 136724:18

/aab/6500/6500_02/KICT/200306/KICT20030608_16-23 tar - 22607372
)_02/KILN/200306/KILN20030606_00-07 tar - 29666816 v

NOTE: If you need to order NEXRAD files untarred, please go back and
select no more than 1 station, and no more than 1 day of data.

*
Privacy Policy /USA.gov Disclaimer

S HAS Production Version 8.0 %
This page was dynamically generated on 09 Dec 2009 @ 11:37:24 Eastern Time by
http:/thas.nede.noaa.goviplhasp: /HAS.FileSelect

@ et w00 -

2.4  The Data Retrieval Request Submitted page will show a verification of your request. The
NCDC server will collect the data you requested and send an email when it is ready.

(2 HDSS Access System,Data Retrieval Request Submitted - Windows Internet Explorer.

001944337 Completed - Thunderbird

> oo s es

GetMal * Vinte Address Book | Reply Reply Al Fornard

@ v [ newifrasnce TarFikeselect ~[*][x

Ele Edt Vew Favorites oos Hep
Links E)ROC [ Weather & NGDG

=

v = ¥
Back— Forward =

% 4 [@Hnss Access System,Data Retrieval Re quest Submitted [7‘ v @ - ek -

==l E
v - Subject: HAS Data Request: HAS001944337 Completed =
NOAA Satellite and Information Service V\/V National Climatic = -From: Orders HAS <NCDC.Orders@nosa.govs = = Ee = L =
National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service (NESDIS) 5 Dm,meit;(c:.;‘:nr “Date: 10:52AM s s -~
DOC > NOAA > NESDIS > NCDC Seachmeldl || seachNcDC To: Michael.A.Weeks@noaa.gov -
Your regquest (HAS001944337) has completed. The procedure to frp the data is as
HDSS Access System follows:
open ftp3.ncdc.noaa.gov - Logon to NC
You HAS H 7 has been submit Normal processing.
5 5 ternet
Vel HeREeely g - changes transfer mode to binary
vy 1as/HAS001944337/ - changes to correct directory
~ NEW

£ # £ Please visit the URL below to monitor the current processing status of your HAS request.

You can also go to the following URL to recrieve your data files:

http://cdo.ncd

nttp://ftp3.ncdc. noaa.gov/pub/has/HAS001944337/
Thank you,
Privacy Poli Usa Disclai
rivacy Polic isclaimer
~ i A-gov National Climatic Data Center

NCDC.Orders@noaa.gov
www . nedc. noaa.gov

' 145 Production Version 8.0%
This page was dyamically genevated on 00 Dec 2000 @ 11:44:27 Eastern Tome by
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3.0 DOWNLOADING DATA FROM THE NCDC

3.1  Log in to one of the numbered orpg accounts on the Linux PC and make sure you are in the
$HOME directory.

Inxengl ~orpg2:/export/home/orpg2/data> cd $HOME [ENTER]
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3.2  Create a directory to store your data.

Inxengl ~orpg2:/export/home/orpg2> mkdir level2 [ENTER]
Inxengl ~orpg2:/export/home/orpg2>

3.3  Start the ftp program and open a connection to the NCDC address provided in their email.

Inxengl ~orpg2:/export/home/orpg2> Ttp [ENTER]

ftp> open FTtp3.ncdc.noaa.gov [ENTER]

Connected to ftp3.ncdc.noaa.gov (205.167.25.146).

220 ProFTPD 1.3.1 Server (ProFTPD Default Installation) [205.167.25.146]
Name (Ftp3.ncdc.noaa.gov:mweeks): anonymous [ENTER]

331 Anonymous login ok, send your complete email address as your password
password: michael.a.weeks@noaa.gov [ENTER]

230 Anonymous access granted, restrictions apply

Remote system type is UNIX.

Using binary mode to transfer files.

3.4  Change to the directory specified in the email from NCDC.

ftp> cd  /pub/has/HAS001868016 [ENTER]
250 CWD command successful

3.5  Set the ftp environment variables to copy multiple binary files without being prompted for a
“y” after each file.

ftp> binary [ENTER]
200 Type set to 1

ftp> prompt [ENTER]
Interactive mode off.

3.6 Make your data directory the default location for downloaded files.

ftp> Iled /export/home/orpg2/level2 [ENTER]

Local directory now /export/home/orpg2/level2

3.7 Transfer all the data files.

ftp> mget * [ENTER]

local: KICT20030607_120321.Z remote: KICT20030607_120321.Z

227 Entering Passive Mode (205,167,25,146,251,175).

150 Opening BINARY mode data connection for KICT20030607_120321.Z (839101 bytes)
226 Transfer complete

839101 bytes received in 1.9 secs (4.3e+02 Kbytes/sec)

local: KICT20030607_120908.Z remote: KICT20030607_120908.Z

227 Entering Passive Mode (205,167,25,146,235,197).

150 Opening BINARY mode data connection for KICT20030607_120908.Z (833405 bytes)
226 Transfer complete

833405 bytes received in 1.56 secs (5.2e+02 Kbytes/sec)

local: KICT20030607_121456.Z remote: KICT20030607_121456.Z

227 Entering Passive Mode (205,167,25,146,240,28).

150 Opening BINARY mode data connection for KICT20030607_121456.Z (832589 bytes)
226 Transfer complete

832589 bytes received in 1.93 secs (4.2e+02 Kbytes/sec)

local: KICT20030607_122043.Z remote: KICT20030607_122043.Z

227 Entering Passive Mode (205,167,25,146,246,43).
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150 Opening BINARY mode data connection for KICT20030607_122043.Z (839156 bytes)
226 Transfer complete
839156 bytes received in 2.29 secs (3.6e+02 Kbytes/sec)

{REMOVED SEVERAL LINES OF TANSFERRING FILES}

local: KICT20030607_165347.Z remote: KICT20030607_165347.Z

227 Entering Passive Mode (205,167,25,146,249,147).

150 Opening BINARY mode data connection for KICT20030607_165347.Z (810087 bytes)
226 Transfer complete

810087 bytes received in 1.6 secs (4.9e+02 Kbytes/sec)

local: KICT20030607_165935.Z remote: KICT20030607_165935.Z

227 Entering Passive Mode (205,167,25,146,239,248).

150 Opening BINARY mode data connection for KICT20030607_165935.Z (800765 bytes)
226 Transfer complete

800765 bytes received in 2.25 secs (3.5e+02 Kbytes/sec)

3.8  Log out of the NCDC ftp server.

ftp> bye [ENTER]
221 Goodbye.
Inxengl ~orpg2:/export/home/orpg2>



